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Parents and teachers
come together to

further the mission 
of southdale.

The Southdale PTO’s 
mission is to support the
education of children at Southdale  

Elementary by fostering deep, 
lasting relationships between

students, teachers and parents.

The role of the PTO 
is to help transform 
the school from just 
a building to a 
vibrant community 
where students, 
teachers and parents 
feel loved and 
supported.

For the 2021/22 school 
year, the Southdale 
PTO would like to 
increase parental and 
teacher involvement by 
25 percent.

@southdalepto
@southdaleschool



Dear Southdale Family,
It is my absolute pleasure to be writing to you at the start of 
this school year. With all that we have endured over the past year 
and a half, it is time to put our struggles behind us and focus 
on a new beginning. 

The 2021-2022 school year will be rich with opportunities with 
varying levels of commitment. Our community's success will depend 
on all members taking advantage of even the smallest opportunity. 
Whether you choose to volunteer to become an active member of 
our PTO's executive committee or volunteer a few hours at our 
annual Boosterthon fundraiser, we need you. You make our 
community stronger. With a strong community, we can all do our 
part in making the student experience the best it can be here at 
Southdale.

We welcome your ideas and participation. Please feel free to stop 
by the office and introduce yourself to our staff. We are happy 
to have you as part of our family.

Sincerely,
Dan Palmer

We are always looking for more volunteers and 
there is something for everyone! This booklet 
outlines various volunteer opportunities to give 
back to Southdale. Return the enclosed postcard 
by August 31 or fill out an online form by visiting 
ketteringschools.org/17/Content2/volunteer to 
sign up.



Senior Scholarships
Each year, the Southdale PTO 
awards four Fairmont High 

School seniors, who went to 
Southdale, a $500 college 

scholarship.2020/21 Southdale PTO 
Scholarship Recipients
Left to Right: Dan Palmer, 
Kate Shreel, Molly Grice, Nicole Jackson          
Not Pictured: Amiah Leonard
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Teacher First 
Day Gifts

Each year, the PTO gives each 
Southdale teacher a $100 first 
day gift to put the finishing 
touches on their classrooms.



Over

GRANOLA BARS&
Mints

STATE TESTING
EACH SPRING, SOUTHDALE 4TH 
AND 5TH GRADERS TAKE THEIR 
STATE TESTS. THE PTO 
PROVIDES GRANOLA BARS AND 
MINTS FOR EACH STUDENTS.

Mini Grants
Mini grants allow teachers to 
make Southdale a more special 
place for students and to 
readily respond to students’ 
needs. Each teacher can apply 
for one grant of up to $200 
each school year. During the 
2020/21 school year, the PTO 
awarded 15 mini grants. One 
more than the 2019/20 school 
year.

Safety Patrol
Each year, the 
Southdale PTO 
supports the safety 
patrol by making sure 
they have the supplies 
they need. 

Mini
Grants!



Weekday
Volunteering
Volunteering doesn’t have to be a huge 
time commitment, we just ask that you 
help at least once during the year.
interested in volunteering? fill out 
the included postcard and return it 
to the Southdale office or fill out an 
online form at our PTO website.

Volunteers will help 
students walk the book 
fair, purchase books 
off their wish lists 

and stay within budget.
When: Second Quarter
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Help students look their best and keep picture day running smoothly.When: First QuarterTotal Time: 4 hours

Visit ketteringschools.org/17/Content2/volunteer 
if you are interested in volunteering!



Volunteer opportunities 
on movie nights include 
working the concession 
stand, seting up and 
tearing down. 
When: Monthly, Evening
Total Time: 2.5 hours
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Link your Amazon 
Account to Amazon 

Smiles

Link Your Kroger 
Plus Card

Link Your Dorothy Lane 
Market Card

Scan Your Receipts for 
Box Tops for Education

Become a Corporate 
Sponsor - See back 
cover for details

For instructions on linking 
loyalty cards, visit 

ketteringschools.org/17/
Content2/loyalty.

These are various ways 
we will communicate 
throughout the school year.

Email
Emails will include:
   • District wide updates
   • Friday Firebird Focus 
   • Southdale Scoop
   • Southdale Event Information
Instagram
Instagram posts will include:
   • Fast Pass Earners
   • Principal Pin Earners
   • Instagram Live Books
   • Southdale Event Information
Facebook
Facebook posts will include:
   • Southdale Staff Highlights
   • Monthly Reading Recommendations
   • Southdale Event Information
Remind
Remind texts will include:
   • Links to District Information
   • Photos and Videos of Southdale
   • Southdale Event Information



Boosterthon is Southdale’s 
only major fundraiser 
during the school year.

The Boosterthon Team will 
start the week off with a 
kickoff party.

During the week, students 
get inspired during daily 
presentations. Students 
will learn about 
teamwork, care, courage, 
grit and more.

The week will culminate in 
the Fun Run! Students 
will raise money and 
compete in the run. 

Kickoff Party:
October 21

Fun Run:
October 29

As the only fundraiser, the money from Boosterthon goes 
towards funding everything the PTO does. From Mini 
Grants to the Sock Hop.

This year, the PTO would like to raise enough funds to 
cover normal operating costs and to fund the building of 
an OUTDOOR CLASSROOM in the courtyard at Southdale! 
More details about the Outdoor Classroom to come. 

Want to get involved with Boosterthon? 
Email us at southdalepto@gmail.com.



Myth: The PTO is only for moms.

Myth: Volunteering with the PTO 
is a big Time Commitment.

Myth: The PTO has all the help they need.

Myth: All of the PTO volunteers 
already know each other.

Myth: The PTO has all the ideas they need.

Myth: PTO volunteers have to 
be at the school during the day.

The PTO is for everyone! Every parent, grandparent and guardian 
at Southdale contributes something special to the PTO. 

You decide how much time you can give to the PTO. Even if you can 
only help once a year, your help is needed and appreciated. 

Many hands make light work. We need you to help keep the PTO 
running smoothly. The more volunteers we have, the more we are 

able to do to make Southdale the best it can be.

Every year, new volunteers are integral to the success of our 
PTO. Not every volunteer comes in knowing everyone but they leave 

with a new group of friends. Everyone is welcome!

New ideas are always welcome. It is important to keep our events 
fresh and exciting. We would love to hear your ideas.

While there are some volunteer opportunities that happen during the 
school day, many volunteer opportunities happen during the evening 

or even from the comfort of your home. 
There is something for everyone!



Jenn Smith

President

Marketing
Director

Dori 
Daskalakis

Teacher Representative

Heather
McDevitt

Dan 
Palmer

Teacher
secretary

Principal

Superhero needed!

Treasurer

Holly Beard

Vice 
President

Interested in being the new PTO Treasurer? 
Contact us at southdalepto@gmail.com!

Ashlynn Witt



Respectful

Responsible

Safe

& kind!



Want to be a corporate sponsor?
For more details, visit 

ketteringschools.org/17/Content2/sponsor.


